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Exposure to tobacco smoke in automobiles remains a signifi-
cant source of secondhand smoke for adults and youth.! This
can be a potentially serious health hazard to children because
of the concentrated, prolonged exposure and because of their
small size.2 Many states have attempted to reduce minors’
exposure to secondhand smoke by prohibiting smoking in
public school buses or vehicles used to transport students to
schools. Far fewer states have enacted laws related to smok-
ing in vehicles used for childcare or daycare transportation,
and three states have enacted laws governing smoking in
private vehicles.

Laws addressing smoking in public school buses have been
enacted by 22 states. Twenty-one states explicitly prohibit
smoking in public school buses or vehicles when occupied
by students. Provisions of the law in Wisconsin restrict
smoking to designated areas of public school buses. Seven
states—Colorado, Delaware, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland,
Rhode Island, and Tennessee—prohibit or restrict smoking
in vehicles when being used to transport children as part of
daycare or childcare programs or activities.

In 2006, Arkansas became the first state to prohibit smok-

ing in private vehicles when children are present. Since that
time, California and Louisiana have followed suit with similar
laws, and more than 15 other states have introduced related
legislation. Arkansas law bans smoking in motor vehicles
when children are onboard who are younger than age six,

weigh less than 60 pounds, and are restrained in a child safety
seat. Similarly, in Louisiana, smoking is prohibited when a
child who is required to be restrained in a child safety seat is
present in the vehicle. California law prohibits smoking in a
motor vehicle when a minor is present. Penalties for viola-
tions are specified in each of these laws and range from proof
of entry in a smoking cessation program to $150 or

24 hours of community service.

Although laws prohibiting smoking in private vehicles when
children are present remain scarce, the introduction and pas-
sage of such laws is expected to increase in the states.

Provisions set forth in state and local government regulations
and school board measures are not included because they fall
outside the scope of the SCLD Program. In addition, a number of
states not included in this analysis have enacted laws prohibiting
smoking in vehicles owned by private employers. Depending on
state interpretation, these prohibitions may include vehicles used
in the course of employment by daycare or childcare providers.
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